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           SenD#6060 
 

COMMITTEE ON GRADUATE STUDIES 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY 

 
Date: 21 March 2008 
 
To: Eamonn Callan, Chair 

XL Senate of the Academic Council 
 
From: Philip Lavori, Chair, Committee on Graduate Studies 
 
Re: Recommendation to Authorize Joint Degree Programs Associated with the Interdisciplinary Program in 

Public Policy (MPP)  
 
The original proposals for these joint degree programs had been discussed at two C-GS meetings in November 
2006.  The Master in Public Policy (MPP) and Master of Arts in Public Policy (MAPP) degree programs had to be 
created and approved by the Faculty Senate before any joint degree proposal could go forward.  This occurred on 
February 8, 2007 (SenD#5911), making the new degree programs effective as of September 1, 2007.  It should be 
noted that the approval stipulated that the MPP and MAPP degrees could only be earned by students already 
enrolled in another Stanford graduate degree program (either dual degree or joint degree programs). 
 
At that same November 15, 2006 meeting, C-GS also approved, pending Senate approval of the MAPP and MPP, 
the creation of joint degree programs as proposed by the IDP in Public Policy.  These consisted of the Master of 
Public Policy (MPP) and:  
 

*  the JD degree in the School of Law;  
*  the MBA degree in the Graduate School of Business; 
*  the PhD in Education;  
*  the PhD in Economics; 
*  the PhD in Psychology; 
*  the PhD in Sociology;  
*  the MA in International Policy Studies.   

 
To this initial grouping was added the proposal for a joint degree program with the Department of Management 
Science and Engineering for the PhD degree.  This came to C-GS on March 6, 2008, and received Committee 
approval. Descriptions of all proposed joint degree programs are attached. 
 
According to established University policy in place last year, C-GS would have sent its recommendation for 
approval of these programs to the Vice Provost of Graduate Education following Senate approval of the MPP 
degree program.  The recommendation would have been (for each of the JDPs proposed) a three-year initial time 
period to run concurrently with the period for which the MPP was authorized by the Senate. 
 
However, by the time the Senate approved the two Public Policy Master’s Degree programs, the Vice Provost for 
Graduate Education had declined to approve any further JDPs and asked C-GS to send future proposals to the 
Faculty Senate.  Subsequently, the Senate Steering Committee agreed with this policy and the Senate has, since 
then, accepted and approved a number of JDP proposals. 
 
There was further delay while the Committee on Graduate Studies spent time on developing an overarching 
policy for joint degree programs, which it has finally refined and is bringing separately to the Senate.  As the time 
required for this effort extended, C-GS decided that it should bring forward the proposals in this recommendation 
without waiting for final language on future joint degree programs. 
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In the intervening months, the Schools of Engineering and Humanities & Sciences also reviewed a proposal from 
the IDP in Public Policy for a joint degree program with the Department of Management Science and 
Engineering. The combinations were to be the MPP (Public Policy) and MS in Management Science and 
Engineering, and the MPP with the PhD in MS&E. It was brought to the attention of C-GS on March 6, 2008, at 
which time the Committee on Graduate Studies voted to approve the MPP/PhD joint degree program.  C-GS will 
take up the MPP/MS proposal as it continues its work on joint degree programs that involve two master’s degrees. 
 
The Committee on Graduate Studies therefore recommends the approval of the joint degree programs 
consisting of the Master of Public Policy (MPP) and (respectively) the JD degree in the School of Law; the 
MBA degree in the Graduate School of Business; the PhD in Education; the PhD in Economics; the PhD in 
Psychology; the PhD in Sociology; the MA in International Policy Studies; and the PhD in Management 
Science and Engineering.  As with all previous joint degree program recommendations, the C-GS 
recommendation is for an initial period of three years, which would now be September 1, 2008, through 
August 31, 2011. 
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I. Letter from C-GS to the XL Faculty Senate, dated 21 March 2008. 
 
II. Cover letter from C-GS to the XXXIX Senate (SenD#5991), dated 24 January 2007, requesting 

approval of the MPP and MAPP degree programs. 
 
III. Memo to C-GS from Sharon Long (Dean) and Susan Stephens (Senior Associate Dean), School of 

Humanities and Sciences, dated 23 October 2006.  This memo was included in SenD#5991. 
 

IV. Combined email responses from David Grusky (Sociology), Deborah Stipek (Education), Tim 
Bresnahan (Economics), Brian Wandell (Psychology), Samuel Chiu (Management Science & 
Engineering), Lee Ross (Psychology), and Larry Kramer (Law) to Niki Calastas (Program 
Administrator, Public Policy), February 2008 (PDF document). Separate email response from David 
Labaree (Education). 

 
V. Cover memo from Brad Osgood, Senior Associate Dean, School of Engineering (dated 23 March 

2008); memo from Richard Saller (Dean) and Susan Stephens (Senior Associate Dean), Humanities 
& Sciences (dated 22 March 2008) on the MPP-MS&E joint degree program. 

 
THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AND BY REQUEST. 

 
VI. Descriptions of the joint degree programs. 

 
a. Law JD/MPP, pps 1-9 
b. MBA/MPP, pps 10-14 
c. Education PhD/MPP, pps 15-21 
d. Economics PhD/MPP, pps 22-27 
e. Psychology PhD/MPP, pps 28-36 
f. Sociology PhD/MPP, pps 37-46 
g. International Policy Studies MA/MPP, pps 50 
h. Management Science & Engineering PhD/MPP, pp 51-55 
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         SenD#5991 
 

COMMITTEE ON GRADUATE STUDIES 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY 

 
Date: January 24, 2007 
 
To: XXXIX Senate of the Academic Council 
 
From: Philip Lavori, Chair, Committee on Graduate Studies 
 
Re: Recommendation to Create Master of Arts Degree in Public Policy (MAPP) and Master of 
Public Policy Degree (MPP) in the Interdisciplinary Program of Public Policy (School of Humanities 
and Sciences). 
 

The Interdisciplinary Program in Public Policy has been a successful undergraduate program for many 
years, and there has been increasing interest in graduate study in this field.  Few of Stanford’s peer 
universities lack a graduate school of public policy, and Stanford is less competitive for lack of such a 
program. Similarly, some faculty for whom Stanford competes would view Stanford more favorably if it 
offered opportunities to teach students interested in public policy. The proposed Stanford graduate 
public policy program structure, however, is designed to accommodate the prevailing sentiment at 
Stanford against the establishment of a new policy school with an independent faculty, while reaping the 
benefits for the University of an interdisciplinary graduate program that builds on a longstanding 
undergraduate program. The program relies exclusively on the existing Stanford faculty, which includes 
many distinguished policy research scholars.  It will be administered by the Stanford Institute for 
Economic Policy Research (SIEPR) in conjunction with the undergraduate interdisciplinary Public 
Policy program. 

The canonical two-year MPP is intended for Stanford graduate students who wish to acquire analytical 
and applied skills relevant to public policy, together with a professional credential, as distinguished from 
the one-year MAPP degree. The MPP program consists of 45 units or more of MPP core applied skills 
in economics, quantitative methods, organizational behavior, social psychology, political science, 
political philosophy, ethics, and law; in-depth study of one or more specialized policy fields, such as 
development policy, health policy, environmental policy, or competition policy, or intensive training in 
a specialized method of policy analysis, such as demographics, econometrics, epidemiology, or survey 
research; and a practicum. It is designed for students already admitted to Stanford graduate degree 
programs (e.g., Law, Medicine, Business, Education, MA/MS and Ph.D. programs in Humanities and 
Sciences), and will include a practicum experience.   

The stand-alone MAPP will provide Stanford graduate students in academic and professional disciplines 
an opportunity to become acquainted with the basic tools of public policy analysis. It intended for 
Stanford graduate students who wish to acquire analytical and applied skills relevant to public policy, 
but not specialized skills or a professionally-recognized degree. The MAPP program requires 45 units or 
more of MPP core applied skills in economics, quantitative methods, organizational behavior, social 
psychology, political science, political philosophy, ethics, and law, as provided by the MPP core 
curriculum as well as a Master’s thesis, generally to be completed in the summer following the MAPP 
coursework. Although the degrees will be created as “stand-alone” entities, the program will (once the 
Senate approves their creation) accept only students currently enrolled or accepted into graduate degree-
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granting programs at Stanford.  The Faculty who will be advisors are all on the IDP’s Steering 
Committee, Curriculum Committee, or are Public Policy faculty, so they understand the cross-
disciplinary needs of the degree candidates.   
 
Susan Stephens, Senior Associate Dean in the School of Humanities and Sciences, has confirmed that 
the Provost has committed sufficient funding for three years, after which the School and the IDP will 
review the program for intellectual and financial viability.  C-GS, after receiving agreement from 
Director Bruce Owen that the language of the practicum requirements (MPP) would be broadened, and 
that the MAPP would include a thesis requirement, approved the revised proposal as presented by the 
School of H&S. 
 
The Committee on Graduate Studies therefore recommends approval of the proposal to create the 
Master of Arts in Public Policy and Master of Public Policy degree programs and to award 
degree-nominating authority to the IDP in Public Policy for a three-year time period, effective 
September 1, 2007 through August 31, 2010, for candidates who have earlier been accepted to 
other Stanford graduate degree programs. 
 
 



 6 

October 23, 2006 
 
To:  Committee on Graduate Studies 
 
From:  Sharon Long, Dean, School of Humanities and Sciences 

Susan Stephens, Senior Associate Dean for Graduate and Undergraduate Studies 
 
Subject: Proposal for a Masters degree in Public Policy and seven related joint degrees,  

 plus a Masters of Arts in Public Policy 
 
The Deans of Humanities & Sciences are pleased to forward a proposal for the following new degree programs 
designed in tandem with a new two-year Masters in Public Policy.  These are: 
 
Masters in Public Policy (canonical program, two years) 
Master of Arts in Public Policy (one year) 
 
Joint degree programs: 
JD/MPP 
MBA/MPP 
PhD in Education/MPP 
PhD in Economics/MPP 
PhD in Psychology/MPP 
PhD in Sociology/MPP 
MA in International Policy Studies/MPP 
 
The canonical two-year program, the Masters in Public Policy is designed for students already admitted to 
Stanford graduate degree programs (e.g., Law, Medicine, Business, Education, MA/MS and Ph.D. programs in 
Humanities and Sciences). The proposed program is truly unique in its configuration: it has been developed 
during the current academic year by Bruce Owen, the director of the undergraduate program in Public Policy, in 
collaboration with deans and faculty throughout several schools and institutes and with the Stanford Institute for 
Economic Policy research (SIEPR), to offer a Masters in Public Policy in addition to one other degree. As 
designed this promises to be a distinctive enhancement to our current graduate and professional programs. 
Initially it will accept only students currently enrolled or accepted into graduate degree-granting programs at 
Stanford. If there is sufficient demand, the program could be expanded to include co-terms, but there is no desire 
to admit students independent of existing degree granting programs. 
 
The Master of Arts in Public Policy is also designed for students already admitted to Stanford graduate degree 
programs. It is a one-year program for Stanford graduate students in programs with little or no social science 
content who wish to become literate in policy analysis but do not wish to devote two years earning the MPP. 
Examples might include students in natural and life sciences. The MPP includes a core of skills and tools plus a 
year of specialization in one or more applied policy areas. MAPP students would take the same skills and tools 
core courses, but would not specialize. Demand for such a degree has been demonstrated at the University of 
Chicago. The incremental cost to the University of offering an MAPP is very small, assuming approval of the 
MPP, and the benefits to students, current and future, and therefore to demand for Stanford graduate education, 
potentially large. 
 
Funding: 
At this juncture the Provost has committed sufficient funding for start up and administration for three years, after 
which we expect to review the program for intellectual as well as financial viability. These are masters programs 
and, as is customary for masters programs, there is no provision for financial aid. The majority of students are 
expected to come from Law, Business, and the recently redesigned Masters in International Policy Studies. There 
are three joint degree programs being proposed for H&S (Economics, Psychology, and Sociology). Because we 
cannot as yet estimate demand, and because each Ph.D. program structures its requirements differently we cannot 
estimate the additional costs that support for these programs will entail. At this point H&S is prepared to provide an 
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additional year of support for one entering student in each of the three joint programs with the expectation that if 
demand is much larger we will revisit the funding at the beginning of the next academic year. These departments 
are also at liberty to reallocate their own graduate aid resources to fund an additional year for students who wish to 
take the additional degree. There are no plans to provide additional funding to students enrolled in Ph.D. programs 
in H&S outside of the three joint programs, though we are aware that there may be good programmatic reasons for 
students in a few other Ph.D. programs to want the additional degree. We plan to monitor these numbers as the 
MPP/MAPP programs develop and to revisit the funding issues as demand warrants. 
 
The Curriculum Committee in Humanities and Sciences endorsed the proposal for these degrees in its meetings in 
November 2005. In our judgment this is a remarkable opportunity for inter-School collaboration and an excellent 
fit for the new graduate initiative. We strongly endorse it and request authorization for an initial period of three 
years. 
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From: Labaree, David F. <dlabaree@stanford.edu> 
Date: Sat, Mar 15, 2008 at 3:55 PM 
Subject: Confirming School of Education Approval of MPP/PhD Program 
To: owenbm@gmail.com 
Cc: sean.reardon@stanford.edu 
 
Dear Bruce, 
 
From an old e-mail from Sean Reardon that I had previously overlooked, I understand that you need 
confirmation of the School of Education's approval of the proposed PhD-MPP program.  At a faculty 
meeting on May 9, 2006, the School of Education faculty voted to approve a joint PhD-MPP program, 
which would allow some of our PhD students to pursue an MPP in conjunction with their doctoral 
studies. 
 
So the program has been approved by the faculty, but it will not become a reality for our students unless 
the university reconsiders its decision not to provide funding for the extra year of full-time study that 
would be required in order for a student to pursue this option.  Our students know of this option, but it 
makes no sense for them to pursue it, since it would require them to pay full tuition for a year while also 
foregoing an assistantship stipend for that year. 
 
Best, 
 
David 
 
David F. Labaree 
Professor and Associate Dean for Student Affairs 
School of Education 
Stanford University 
Stanford, CA 94305-3096 
 
E-mail:  dlabaree@stanford.edu 
Web:  http://www.stanford.edu/~dlabaree/ 
 
  
 
 
 
--  
Bruce M. Owen 
Stanford University: 
Morris M. Doyle Centennial Professor in Public Policy 
Director, Public Policy Program 
650.724.2404 
Landau Economics Building #141 
Stanford CA 94305-6015 


